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Syſtems without Senſe, Propyhti ons tht 7 7 
Religion without Reaſon, a rampant Church without 
Charity, Severity without Juſtce, aud Government 
without Liberty, or Mercy, were all the bleſſed Handy- 
Works of theſe religious Maamen, and godly Pedants 
Il ho, by pretending to know the other World, cheated, 
and confounded this. Their Enmity to Common-Senſe, 
and want of it, were their Warrants for governing the 
Senſe of all Mankind : By Lying, they were thoughs 

the der for the Truth; and, by their ' Fool- 
aries, Impieties, and cruelty, were efteentd the Favou- 
rites, and Confiaents of the God | Wiſdom, * 155 
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PREDICATION. 


 GenTLEMEN, = 
s Few or none of our Mo- 
I dern Teachers pretend to In- 


ſpiration, but ingenuoſſy own 
themſel ves liable to Errors, 
Miſtakes, and Frailties, in com- 
mon with other Men, my Pre- 
E ſumption, I hope will be 
t thougnt the leſs, in entring the 
ſame Lifts, and ranking with ſome at leaſt, who are 


» — n 


as little Prophets as Myſelf: But, tho? I make thus 


bold to intrude on the Faculty, I am far from pre- 
tending to the ſame Accompliſhments, or daring 
to tread intheir venerable Steps: No, their quaint 
and ſubtle Diſtinctions, exact and methodical Di- 


viſions, and Subdiviſions, and above all their pro- 
found Penetration into the moſt inſcrutinable 
Myſteries, are Flights, infinitely above my Pitch; 
and a plain Series of manifeſt, vulgar Truths, is 


all you are to expect from me: In ſhort a ſort 


of Common-Senſe-Divinity, which, by the Advan- 


tage of a Method, ſome what novel, may prove 
almoſt as agrecable to the Publick as Common- 
_ Senſe-Politicks, and which is ſo near to the Eye, 


that the Perſpective of Learning quite overlooks | 
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C.&.4 
it. To this, Gentlemen, without Queſtion, is ow- 
ing, that, tho' there is ſuch a prodigous Number 
of pious Orations deliver'd annually in theſe, and 
other Chriſtian Kingdoms, a great Variety of ner- 
vous and ſeaſonable Texts are totally neglected; ot 
which I ſhall preſent you with a ſhort Specimen, 
both to evince the Truth of my Aſſertion, and 
the Uſefulneſs of this Undertaking. Every one 
loveth Gifts, and followeth after Rewards, and the 
People ſhall be oppreſs'd, every one by another; and 
every one by his Neighbour. The Lord will enter into 
Judęment with the Ancients of his Poople, and the 
Princes —_— for ye have eaten up the Vineyards, 
and the Spoi of the Poor is in your Houſes, [hat 
mean ye that ye beat my People to Pieces, and grind 
the Faces of the Poor ? And beholdat Evening Tide 
Trouble, and before the Morning he is not. This is 
the Portion of them that ſpoil us, and them that reh 
us., Surelythe Princes of Zoan are Fools, the Council 
of the wiſe Councillors of Pharoah is become brutiſh. 
 Thas ſaith the Lord ! Get thee unto this Treaſure, 
even unto Shebnah which is over the Houſe, and ſoy, 
what haſt thou here © and whom haſt thou here, that 
thou haſt head thee out a Sepulchre here, as he that 
 beweth him out a Sepulchre on high, and that graveth 
an Habitation for himſel/ on the Rock? Behold the 
Lord wi'l carsy thee away with a mighty Captivity, 
and will ſurely cover thee; And I wil drive thee 
from thy Station, and from thy State fhall he pull thee 
down. Who hath taken this Council again Tyre, 
the crowning City, whoſe Merchants are Princes, 
_ whoſe Traffickers are the Honcurable of the Earth © 
Howl ye Ships of Tarſhiſh for your Strength is lay'd 
waſte. Now, Gentlemen, all theſe, and many other 
Inttances of the like Nature are to be found in 
gy RE yl Iſaiah ; 
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Jſaiah : and as many more in Ezekei/, from whom 
at preſent, I ſhall content my ſelf with quoting 


one Paſſage only. What City is like Tyrus, like 


the Deftroy'd in the midſt of the Sea? When thy 
Wares went forth out of the Seas, thou filed many 


People, thou didſt inrich the Kings of the Earth with 
the Multitude of thy Riches, and thy Merhandize, 
In the Time, when thou ſhall be broken by the Seas in 


the 0 of the Waters, thy Merchandize, and all 
thy Company in the midſt of Thee ſhall fall. The 
Merchants, among the Pcop'e ſhall his at thee, thor 


ſoalt be a Terror, and neuer ſhalt be any more“ Tis 
caly to perceive, Gentlemen, trom theſe, and the 
whole Stream of the Writings of the Prophets; 
that they look'd upon themſelves, as a tort of 


Guardians, not only of the Morals, but the Poli- 


tical Weltare of their Country: Ever oppoling the 

bad Meaſures of degenerate Times, and detecting, 
and reproving the Miſtakes of the Beſt : What, 
therefore, can be extracted from their Remains, 
of general, and univerſal Good, will be the prin- 
cipal Buſineſs of our Lectures; which will be ever 
conducted with the greateſt Decency, and good 


Manners, not. aiming to offend, but admoniſh : not 
vainly 1 to ſay new Things, but revive 
honeſt, and uſe ful old ones: Moſt Men having 


Knowledge enough ro guide their Actions; but 
wanting Reſolution, or Integrity to apply it as 


they ought : To conclude, what is really Venera- 


ble, will be treated with a real Veneration, what 


wears only the folemn Maſque, will be freely ex- 


pos'd, but rather with Humour, than ill Nature: 


A various Subject, demanding to be treated vari- 
ouſly, both for the ſake of Proptiety, as well as 


the various Palates of a mix d Auditory ! and thus 


much, Gentlemen, for Predication. 
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In the firſt of 5 eb: Goſpels, you will 
find the following remarkable Words, which in 
the modeſt Opinion of our little Ws will 
admit ok a very ſcaſonable Lecture. 


Ti he Scribes and Phariſees 2 in Wks Sat 
All therefore, that they pid you obſerve, thai 
obſerve and do But do not ye after theirWorks. 
For they ſay and do not: For they bind hearty 
Burthens and grievous to be borne, and lg 
them on Mews Shoulders ; but they themſetves 
dil not move them with one of their Fingers. 


But a'l their Works they do for to be ſeen of 
Nen, hey make bread their Philacteries, and 
iniarce the Borders of their Garments ; and 
ove the uppermoſt Rooms at Feaſts, and the 
elief Seats in the Synagozues, ana Greetings 
in the Markets, and to be callid Rabbi 
Rabbi! But be rot ye ca/led Rabbi: for one | 
is your Maſter, even Cari, and all Me are 
Br et hren. 8 


Ccording to the Eigene of that Evangelilt 
from whom this Paſſage is taken, it appears 


to be a Part of the laſt public Oration Which 
was made by the divine Ae ſſiah to the Jews, and 
Is ems to contain the moſt cfſential views of his 


venly Million ; vig. to expoſe e tho 
| il! 


you wou not. 
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liſh, Prieſtcraft and reſtore univerſal Liberty, as 
far as was conſiſtent with Innocence and Virtue. , 
Concluding with that admirably-pathetic Excla- 

mation — O Feruſalem / Jeruſalem ! How often, 
won I have gather'd thy Children tozether even as 
a Hen gathereth her Chickens under her Wings, aud 


The Fews were, at that time, under a double 
Bondage, Military and Eccleſiaſtick: The Ava- 


rice and Pride of their own Prieſts oppreſs'd them 


on one Side, and that of their Roman Tyrants on 
the other: arid yet, like the Type of their own 
Iſachar, they tamely couch'd down to be loaded, 
and, born to Slavery, hardly wiſh'd to be ſer free. 
———- Diſtant, airy Hopes indeed, they had of fu- 
ture Greatneſs, and a ſecond Golden-Age, which 
the Prophets had foretold them; but, connecting 
with them nothing but the Marvellous, they ne- 
ver dream't of Probability and Common Senſe, 
and rather waited the Deſent of this gilded Cloud, 
than endeavour'd to do themſelves any real Ser- 
vice. — In this Temper, and Situation the Me/ahb 
found them ; and, 9 to rouſe them from 
this Stupid Trance, by Degrees, began, his Miſſion 
irſt by recommending to thema new Syſtem of re- 
find and delicate Morality, diſincumber'd from all 
Rites and Ceremonies whatever, and manifeſtly 
calculated for the Eaſe, Peace, and Happineſs of 
all Mankind: To this he added great and illuſt- 
nous Acts of Power and Wiſdom, to ſtamp the 
Seal of Heaven upon his Doctrine, and command, 
even the Paſſions of the Ignorant, as well as con- 
vince the Judgment and Underſtanding of the 
Wiſe — Nature, he very well knew, had divi- 
ded Men into two Grand Claſſes — Thoſe of one 
being only Men in Form, and for want of Educa- 
lon, or thro' ſome Defect in their Organs, or a, 
ak 2 „ 
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profound Immerſement in Luſts and Paſſions, lit. 
tle above irrational Brutes. —— Thoſe of the 
other, by abſtracted Obſervations, Arguments, and 
Concluſions, elevating themſelves almoſt to An- 
gels. On this Ground, therefore, the Meſſiah 
teems to have founded his Conduct, and addreſſcs 
himſelf in turn to the Reaſon of the Laſt, and 
the Senſes of the Firſt; as concluding it neceſſary 
to influence both that Reformation, if not Knoy- 
ledge, might be univerſal. 
Theſe Meaſures, thus wiſely taken, were ſpeedi. 
ly follow'd by a ſuitable Succeſs : From hence 
forward, he was never without a numerous Au- 
dience; 'who were ſoon ſenſible that he taught as 
one having Authority, not as the Scribes.— 
Meaning that he did not amuſe them with tritc 
or frothy Diſſerrations upon inſipid Forms, and 
arbitrary as well as uſeleſs Cuſtoms, the uſual 
Studies of ſuch Sort of Gentlemen to this Hout! 
But that he laid down grand and neceſſary Firſt 
Principles, evident in themſelves, and beneficial 
ia their Conſequenees, which he inforc'd to his 
Hearers, with itrong Reaſonings, obvious Para- 
bles, pathetic Remonſtrances, and at laſt with ſe- 
vere and bitter Reproaches. For, having pru- 
_ dently ſecured to himſelf a ſufficient Share of bo- 
pularity, he began fo open his Commiſſion more 
anply, and, in moſt of his Sermons, inveighs a- 
gainſt the Scribes and Phariſees with 0 much open 
Zeal, and undiſſembled Abhorrence, that 'tis not 
to be doubred, but one of his principal Deſigns 
was to reduce their Power, and bring them 1nto 
the Contempt they ſo jaſtly deſery'd. The Rv 
mans of thoſe Times, tho! Heathens and Conquc- 
rors, were too conſcientious to Dragoon Men out 
of their Religion, and, contenting themſelves 
5 wich the enlargement of their Empire, Re ve * 
aſi 
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and Fame, the addition of a few more Offices for 


their Great Men,and free Quarters for their Stand- 


ing Army, left the Vanquiſh'd free to adore the 
Gods of their Fathers: perhaps in the Preſum 


tion, that thoſe Powers, who could not defend, 


would hardly be able to deliver ; or, elſe by way 


of Bribery, to ingroſs all their good Influences 
to themſelves : —— But, whatever was the Mo- 
tive, ſuch was the Fact; and the Fews, among 
the reſt; were indulg'd in the Ritual of Moſes, tho”. 
they were depriv'd of the Sceptre of David. By 
which Means, their own Prieſts and Lawyers pre- 
ſided till in their Spiritual Courts, tho? their Ma- 
ſters lorded it in the Civil; and, as Experience 


has ſufficicntly demonſtrated, a very little Power 
in the firſt, will ſcldom fail of incroaching on the 


laſt, —— Thus, in the Caſe before us, it appears 
the Scribes and Phariſees made a Shift to maintain 
themſelves in the Scat of Hoſes, and had the Cuſto- 
dy and Enforcement of all his Laws committed 
to their Charge: conſequently, wanting neither 
Power or Authority, they were really formidable 
to the People, and cou'd ſanctiſy their bons 5 
t | Law and 
Religion, Now whether *tisexpedient or ſafe to 
intruſt ſuch Power or Authority in the Hands of 
any Man, or Men whatever, may be a Queſtion 
rather too tender to be diſcuſs'd at preſent ; but 
that the Abuſe of either is to be detected, and ex- 
pos'd in the moſt open, and avow'd Manner, is ma- 


at Pleaſure, with the venerable Titles o 


niſeſt from the Meffrab's own Example, — 


'Twas not their Robes, or Dignities, or Title, or 
Power, or Hypocriſy itſelf, cou'd skreen their 


Vices from his piercing Examination, or intimidate 
him from detecting publickly the Cloven-Hoof 


that was hid beneath them — Woe to you Scribes, 
and Phariſees, Hypocrites “ is one of his moſt fre- 
9 . _—_ 


IT, 
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. Attended, however, with this fatal Conſequence, 


| 1 eaſier for them to aniſh his Innoornee than 
E 


hen he quction'd theirs upon Earth, their Ha- 
tred became inveterate, and, ro puiiſhʒ bis Teme- 
rity, they immortaliz'd their own Infamy, — By 
his great Authority, and Example, however, 0 


skreen his Actions from Enquiry or Cenfure ; that 
tis the Buſineſs of Truth to unmask Hypocriſy, 
and ſhaw it barefac d to the World: and that no 
Pretence whatever, is A Sanction for Oppreſfon 
and Impoſture. 


cover; their Pride avow'd even to the Deity. 


their Zeal for Trifles, the Tythes of Aum and 


muſe! and deceive the Peo ple. 


in the Followers of Moſes, he never meant to in- 
dalge them in his own.” His principal Inſtructions 
to his Diſciples for their Conduct in their Miffion 


Heal the Sick 7 Cleanſe the Leer Provide neither 
Gold or Silver, Ec, Not one Word either here or 
anywhere elſe, of Power or Authority, Titles 
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gent Reproaches, and that not privately, in the 
ar of his beloved Diſciple, or in Conf dence to 
the reſt; but publickly, in the Market-Places, in 
the Temple, in the Face of 'the whole World, 


he' provok'd thoſe 'he cou'd not reform; and 


nt of their own Guilt. While he only 
psd the Kingdom of Heaven he was ſafe, but 


learn, that no Man's Office or Dignity ought to 


— "Twas not the Name of 
Seribt or Phariſee, Prieſt or Lawyer, he was diſ- 
pleas'd with, but the Crimes they were made to 


ä 7 thank tber God, that I an not as other Men ! 


Cummin, their Ignorance, or Neglect of all that 
Was truly Moral of Divine, and their Craft to a- 


If then he ſo Zealpuſly expos'd theſe PraQtices 
were, Preach, the Kingdom of Heaven is at band. 


or Temporalities; nay, the great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles yet farther clears up theſe: * 
3 7 
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by his own Example: I have copeted, ſays he, no 
Man's Silver, | or Gala, or Apparel ; Tea, you your- 
ſelves. tuo that theſe Hands have minifter'd unto my 
Meteſſities, and to them that were with me. I have 


fhew'd.you a Things ;, how that ſo laboliring, you 


ought to ſupport the Weak, and to remember the Words 
of the Lord. Feſus — It is more bleſſed to give than to 
receive, How clear Proofs are theſe that the Go- 
ſpel meant to make no Proviſion forChriſtian Scribes 
and Phariſees, but rather to root out that perni- 
cious Race for ever. If it had, its Precepts wou'd 

have ſounded a quite different Strain Mhere- 


ever ye preach, declare that yours is the Voice of God, 


that your Will muſt be the Peoples Law, that Lord aud 
Maſter muſt be your Title, and the Fat of the Land 


your Reward, Or if any pf theſe modeſt Claims 


were reſus d, inſtead ef ſhaking the Duſt off your | 


Shoes, Sound tbe Trumpet / roar aloud the Church 


is in Danger, and thunder out Anathemas againſt 
all who don't lay down their Lives in its Defence“ 

—— Bur this is never the Language of the mcek, 
humble, and reſign'd Meffab, nor has he any 
where laid down a Plan of ſuch Mercenary Po- 
liticks as 4 Model for his Succeſſors. On the 
contrary, when his Diſciples, like moſt other Mor- 
tals, were debating it among themſelves who. 


ſhou'd be the firſt! Miniſter, in the expected Kings = 


dom; he endeayours to mortity their Ambition 
by recommending a perfect Equality, and inſinua- 
ting the profoundeſt Humility wou'd be a Claim 
to the higheſt Honour. If any Innovation then 


has been made in this ſelf-denying Syſtem, 'tis 
plainly without any Authority from him; nor does 
it appear, in che ſhort Sketch which 1s left us of 


the Acts of the Apoſtles, that even They preſum'd 
to preach the Kingdom of this World, inſtead of 
the Kingdom of Heaven: And yet the Stream, 
Which ran ſo pure _ clear from it's native Rock, 
e Was 


* 
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was ſoonſally'd by the Soil thro' which it paſs'd: 
For, whereas the Meſſab, not by NN but in 
Perſon, waſh'd his Diſciples Feet, as an Example 
Which 't was their Duty to follow, thoſe very Dif. 
ciples, the Moment they were left to themſelves, 
declare to the new Converts, that tas not reaſona- 
ble they ſhou'd leave the Word of God to ſerve Tables, 
and immediately conſtitute Delegates to take the 
Trouble off their Hands. — Are we to wonder 

therefore, that, in after Times, mere Men, who 
had not, like the Apoſtles, the Gift of the Hoh 
Spirit, ſhou'd deviate yet farther from the primi. 
tive Inſtitution, till Precedent made way for Pre- 
cedent to aboliſh, in many Countries, all of Chriſti- 
anity but the Name. — Moſt Men naturally co- 
vet Authority and Importance; and, accord- 
ing to ſound Reaſon, theſe ought only to be at. 

tain'd by Virtue and good Senſe: But to ſome 
theſe are deny'd at their Birth; and to others, 
they come bur ſlowly, by dint of Labour, Study, 
long Struggleswith themſelves, and a Series of Ex- 
perience and Obſervation. Many, therefore, have 
Pride enough, to aſpire to Eminence but few have 
really the Negaictes to deſerve it: And the Firſt 
of theſe, deſpairing of a legal Qualification, {at 
up a ſpurious One in its ſtead z conſiſting of Office, 
Wealth, Power, and Titles; For, tho' theſe arc 
| ſometimes the Conſequences or Rewards of Merit, 
they are much oftner but the Tools of Power, 
to gratify the Pride, Folly, and Avarice of the 
Great, and dazzle and awe the Vulgar. — Thus 
the Succeſſora of the Ap7/iles finding themſelves 
no way endow'd with the miraculous Gift ot 
healing Diſeaſes, caſting out Devils, or conferring 
the Holy Ghoſt, on one hand, or the exquiſitt 

Knowledge, unbiaſs'd Integrity, or exact Mode- 
ation of the H-athen Philoſophers, on the other; 

N 1 „ eil TESTO DUEL FAST ENF "120 were 
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i: W were obliged to commute with the World, and 
make Power, Pomp, and Equipage ſupply the 
Defect of Both. — Becoming, in the Catholic 
Countries at leaſt, more Antichriſtian than the 

Scribes and Phariſees, ſo bitterly reprov'd in the 
Goſpel. But, it this Change is at all to be ad- 
mir d at, I think it is equally admirable that any 

of thoſe Writings remain which ſo flagrantly de- 
tect and expoſe this ſhocking Degeneracy ; or that 
there is any Set of Men, who have Front enough 
to read theſe Doctrines publickly, which are ſo 
ſevere a Satire on their Practice. — But, left this 
ſhou'd be thought a groundleſs Inſinuation, let us 
only ſuppoſe that the great Fiſherman- Apoſtle was 
ies: om above to make a general Viſi- 
tation; let us, Kkewiſe, keep him Company a lit- 
tle way on his Progreſs, and, I fancy by chat 
Means, we ſhall have both a pleaſant and mani ſeſt 
Evidence that our Inferences are juſt, ( 


we ſet out, that the Crowns, Sceptres, and other 

glittering Ornaments ordain'd tor the Saints in 

Heaven, muſt all be leſt behind; or we ſhall not 
be able to make a fair\ Report: A Mitre being 
too often as obſequious to Majeſty, as a Hazel 
Wand was formerly thqught to hidden Treaſure : 
We muſt beg the Apoſile's Leave then to iottoduce 
him in his original Simplicity, with nothing of 
Ornament about him but his Innocence, or of Au- 
thority but his Miſſion; that plain PER may 
ſtand in a fairer Compariſon with the illuſtrious 
Lords, who declare themſelves his Succeſſors. 
- Ler us ſuppoſe him now beating the Hoof thro' 
the Streets of Rome, miſtaking Alms-houſes tor 


fiſire W Temples, Temples for Theatres, and drove againſt 
ode- W the Wall by many a great Prelatc's proud Equi- 
5 pige by the way; till, at laſt, being taught to 
Welk 'F kad | 5 8 e : | 5 


no- 


It may be neceſſary to premiſe, however, before 
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know a Church by the Croſs, he reverently make; 
his Entrance, and is ſtupify d with wonder, at the 
odd Mixture of Muſick, Voices, Pietures, and Can- 
dles, the Prieſts in ſtrange Veſtments, the People 
uttering many vain Repetitions, and altogether, 
repreſenting as odd a Medly, as if Chriſtianty was 
grafted on Paganiſm, or Paganiſm on Chriſtianity. 
ln a few Moments, the Service being ſoon 
huddled over, the Congregation 24 7 wg he 
accoſts one of the Officials to reſolve; him a few 
Doubts, who tells him haſtily, he has ſomething 
elſe to do: Three Chriſtings, four Funerals, and 
each of theſe at a different Pariſh. — So much 
Buſineſs, a meagre Face, and a tatter'd Veſt, in- 
cdline the Apoſtle ro conclude him one of the prin- 
Cipal Shepherds of the Flock : But how great is 
his Surprize, when he replies that he has no Flock, 
nor ever had, or is likely to have; but that he 
pray d, literally, for his daily Bread, and is no bet- 
ter than one of thoſe poor | mercenary Hirelings, 
who grow old in drudging for others; and, in ſome 
Countries, with the additional Grievance of a 
world of Olive-Branches to garniſh an empty 
„ ls it not written (replies the Apoſtle) that the 
Labourer is worthy of his Hire. —— Oh, no Doubt, 
and, let me tell you, Friend, tis a Text which 
has been urg'd very ſucceſsfully to the Layety ; 
dut if I wou'd compound for Goſpel- Pay, Food 
and Lodging, I know none of my Brethren who 
Vou'd think my Labour deſetv'd it; — Tis true, 
the Rector and I divide the Paſtoral Charge be- 
tween us; and if I take Care to feed the Flock, 
he himſelf rakes the Trouble to fleece them. — 
The Prophecy of Peter is fulfill'd then, which ſays, 
That tho Covetouſneſs, they ſhall with fained Word: 
mute. Merchandi -c af. you» Softly, honeſt Friend, 
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Gs) 
tis not fer youj or any Lay-Man whatever to take 


upon you to explain the Scriptures neither; for 
tho? I am as poor as an-Apoltle, I amas zealous for 
the Function as the moſt dignify'd Prieſt of them 
all. — Perhaps I have Authority. — None; none, 
unleſs you are in holy Orders. — Suppoſe I was 
Peter himſelf.— Then you had known the State 
of the Chureh from Time to Time from your 
Succefibrs.. — That does not follow : you are not 
ſure we ever had a Meeting. — If I had another 
Gown-I ſhou'd: tear this in a Rage at ſo blaſphe- 
mous an Inſinuation — Fare wel Friend! I wou'd 
not be ſeen in ſuch impious Company a Moment 
longer. — Ves, one more I beſeech you. — Does 
not your want of Neceſſaries imply want of Ta- 
lents for the high Office you have ingaged in. — 
Nay now one wou'd think you one ot the other 
World indeed, or, at leaſt; chat you had never 
convers'd with this: Why Man, were there a 
Sage amongſt us equal to the wiſe Socrates, or the 
divine Paw, but without Friends or Inte reſt, like 
a Flower in a Deſart, where he-grew; there he'd ' 
wither; unregarded and unknown: whereas, with 
thoſe two powerful Requifites, a Wreteh that's 
all Body and no IntcHe&t, that gives no Evi- 
dence of Exiſtenee but the Animal Offices of Eat- 
ing, Drinking, Sleeping &c.— In Short, a mere 
animated Log ſhall be ſhov'd up into the Eaſy- 
Chair of Preferment, and doze away his Life with 
no other Fatigue, but that of ſigning Recoipts 
four times a Year for his numerous Benefices.— Nu- 
merous! How is it poſſible for one Perſon to offi- 
ciate in more than One. —— By officiating in 
none at all. — But this is no better than Spiritual 
Adultery, and ought no more to be ſuffer'd in the 
Church, than Polygamy inthe Sate. I am of your 
Mind, Friend,” at preſent, but if two or three ſat 
MI 0 Livings 


8 —— — — — —ͤ—œ— 


* — = 2 
0 n * e OS, *. "oy, SS 8 4 
S 4 : ,. 4 6 F PL — 

_ oY bo ” . ag bs PI: Dat x te 
NO «„ thn 2 —— — 


IX - 


preach'd Chrift, ang hi 


6169 


Livings ſhou'd offer,” I muſt own 1 ſhould be 
ſtrongly tempted . Very likely! As be Tree 
is, ſo will be the Fruit / But are all your Dignita- 
ries the Drones, that you have defcrib'd them? — 
Hum ! no, by the help of a Lay Patron, now and 
then, you ſhall have Modeſty and Merit, Con- 


ſcience and Integrity, advanc'd in one ſingle 
Perſon. But as theſe Examples are but rare, they 
are not intitled to characterize the Manners of 
the Age. — But are there no buſy; forward, pre- 
ſuming ——— ? Oh Numbers, who preach as 


often as the primitive Chriftians, tho" not indeed 


n Krucify' d, Theſe preach 
themſelves; and when the Fiſh is taken, like one 
of the Sovereign Pontiffs, throw away the Net; 


with altogether i ray Ade F For as Thoſe 


For, having work'd themſelves into a little Pre- 
ferment, they lay aſide the Preacher, and take up 
the Courtier: Sollicite this Lord to be his Chap- 


lain, flatter that Biſhop to have the Honour of 


being made his Tool, cringe at Court, and write 


tor the Miniſtry, till their Talents become noto- 


rious enough to merit Truſt and Reward: that is 
to ſay, till a Front of Braſs, a Conſcience of Wax, 
and a Heart of Stone have dubb'd em — But 


hold ! 'tis time to top, or my Zeal may out- run 
my wit — And do you think the Holy Gl 


has any Concern ——! You muſt excuſe me there, 
Friend, the Doctor will be here preſently to pre- 
ſide in the Veſtry, and, as he is in Election for a 
Mitre, is better quality'd to reſolve you than I, 
if you can perſuade him to give himſelf the trouble. 


Here we muſt ſuppoſe the Curate breaks off 


abruptly, and poſts away to finiſh his ſpiritual 


Journey - Work; leaving the Apoſtle to indulgc 
a few Moments Contemplation. — And what mult 
be the Subject is eaſy to conceive — Gain, 90 


— 
oa 


5 a A- 


R 


— —— — — — 
—— 


(7) 
(he wou'd naturally conclude from his firſt Ren- 
contre) was the only Godlineſs in faſhion : The 
Underlings pining for Neceſſaries, and their Lords 
unſatisfy'd with Luxuries, /but graſping at Power 
and Dominions, diſtinguiſhing themſelves with 
Pomp and Titles, and claiming Place andPreceden 

as their Due; in all Reſpects like the Scribes we | 
Phariſees of old, and equally hating and wo 
Truth and Reformation. —— Bat, in the mid 
of his Reverie, he hears a Coach ſtop, and ſees 
4 ſanguin, roſy-fac'd Prelate enter with a Couple 
of Vergers before him, and as many Footmen 
behind him, looking like Peace and Plenty, ſleek 
and ſmiling, and half filling the Iſle with the 
goodly Port of his reverend Figure: To whom 


let us again ſuppoſe, the Apoſfle thus addreſſes 


himſelf —— Sir, Have you ever read the Scrip- 
tures ?—Hah! read the Scriptures —— Have you 
ever read the Scriptures ? Prythee Fellow, I have 
taken my Degrees, and write myſelf Doftor. — 
Then you remember theſe Words of Peter? Feed 
the Flock of God, not for filthy Lucre, but of a ready 
Mind: neither being Lords over God's Heritage, but 
being Examples to the Flock, — Well; ſuppoſe I do 
remember theſe Words of Peter ?— Are they of 
divine Authority, or no? — Sirrah! you are 
impertinent ! — Sir, Doubt is a Diſeaſe of the 
Mind, and the Paſtors of the Church ought, as 
ſpiritual Phyficians, to be ready and willing. 
------ Pthaw ! Do you think we have nothing elſe 
to do than to wrangle with ſuch troubleſome Que- 
riſts as you? If the Scriptures are tobe depend- 
ed upon, the Anfwer is obvious; but if not — 
Ha! 'tis Hereſy to doubt it, Fellow! — We may 
venture to conclude then, they are of divine Au- 
thority, and if they are, they muſt be perfect in 
themſelves, incapable 8 any Addition from Men, 
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618) 
and the only genuine Law which ought to be the 
Rule of our Morals or Actions. Well, well, 
and what then ot att ? — — Why then, Sir, with 


your Leave, this lordly Brow, and ſwelling Port, 
and magiſterial Voice, very ill agree with the 


meck and ſimple Manners of the Goſpel, which 


expreſsly recommends Gentleneſs and Affabillity, 


Condeſcention and Mildne ſs; as all of humane Spe- 
cies were Brethren, and the whole Intercourſe of 
the World ſhou'd be a continu'd Chain of Ciyi- 
lity and good Offices: Thoſe, in the Miſtion 


particularly, ought to be ſo far from inſulting o- 


| thers, that they ought to bear Injurics and Re. 
- proaches without Reſentment, and forgive them 
without Amendsar Satisfaction. For, according 


to Paul, we preach not ourſelves, hut Chriſt Jeſus 


the Lord, and ourſelves your Servants for Jeſus ſake. 


— Why what have we here? — a gitted Brother 
An clected Mechanic ? — Remember Peter, on 


whoſe Authority you build your Church, was but 
a Fiſherman, and the divine Meſſiabh himſelf is 
call'd a Carpenter, and the Carpenter's Son; Nor 


2 


has any of your ſounding Titles the leaſt Sanction 
| from any Ordinance of his: Vet farther, if 'tis 
Hereſy toqueſtion the Authority of the Scripture, 


tis little better to impoſe Cuſtoms and Claims 


which are not only not warranted by it, but ab- 
ſolutely inconſiſtent with it, as it is written, H 


vain they do worſhip me, teaching for Dodirine the 


Commandments of Men. — Prythee, Friend, don'c 


pretend to. Apoſtle it now a days! Modern Divi- 
nity is cſtabliſh'd by Law, as well as Goſpel, and 


Vue not only live to preach, bur preach to live. But 
do not too many of you live without any Preacb- 
ing at all? At the ſame time poſſeſſing larger Reve- 
nues than the whole primitive Church, and trc- 
quently collecting them with more Severity thi 
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Impudence? — 


CPI 
the” Tribute of a conquer'd Province? Oh you 
arc one of thoſe refractory, puritannical Wretches, 


I preſume, who wou*d detraud us of our Tythes, 
and quote Scripture to defend the Cheat. — I had 


rather be one of thoſe, than plead any Title what- 
ever to ſanctify Opprefſion. —— What! Do you 


call the Rights of the Church Oppreſſion? I 
know of no Church but that of the divine Maſſiah, 


which no where Authoriſes ſuch an Abuſe of Pow- 


er, — Ay, but the Law does, and let me tell 
you, this is not an Age for the hoes 1 to forego one 
el 


Tittle of their Privileges. Well, for once then, 
let us both ſuppoſe Me have ſuch a Right by the 
Law, and that the 


Benefice to Benefice, Cure to Cure, by all the 


Evaſions, Tricks, and Arts you can invent, and 


by all the Friends and Intereſt you can urge, to 


the Excluſion of many wiſer and honeſter Men, 

whoſe Neceſſities, perhaps, as well as Virtues, gave 

them an infinitely better Claim? — Hah! Fit, 
or Modeſt, or Chriſtian- like? Ves, Sir, and that 


too even without officiating in the very Duties 
which are not only ſo warmly and pathetically 


recommended by the Mah, and his Apaſtles; 


but are really the very Conſideration for which 


the Charity and Generoſity of Mankind cftabliſh'd 
the bounriful Proviſions, you ſo grecdily cover, 
and fo ill deſerve ? — Why, was there ever ſuch 
— Nay, tho' you ftickle with 
ſuch ſhameleſs Eagerneſs for the verieſt Trifle | 


which the Law allows you, as if the ſmalleſt Di- 


minution was one of the greateſt Injuries, you 
darc openly, and inthe Eye of the World, deputc 
another to ſuſtain the whole Burden, with ſuch a 
wretched Pittance out of the Gains, as hardly 1 
ables him to thank God for his Daily Bread, —— | 


D 2 "09. 0 


aw itſelf is right, but never- 
theleſs is it fit, or modeſt, or Chriſtian-like,to add 
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but this indecent Language, and jealous, nay 


Fool! and don't preſume to move me any farther! 
Friend, I am not to be terrify'd with the 


honeſt, ſtart at the Enquiries of Truth. — Ho- 

neſt! —— Ay, honeſt Sir! Don't imagine that 
Honeſtly is confin'd to the narrow Limits of penal 
Laws; Honeſty implies an equal Simplicity of 


culation, and Fidelity in the diſcharge of legal 
commiſſionꝰd by the Church to ſuch or ſuch a par- 
_ ticular Cure, and receive a plentiful Subſiſtance 
io Conſideration of your Pains and Study, the punc- 
tual Payment of that Conſideration, even in the 


rude for the Welfare of the Flock that feeds and 
maintains you. and that farther --- No, Var- 


ger, as I am here, — Who are you? — What 


That is to ſay, aHeretick of the firſt Head, What 
Settlement have you ? None, where you have any 


(a) 


Do you know who you prate to, Sirrah? — I 
thought, to a Pillar of the Church, to a Man re- 
verend for his Wiſdom, Moderation, and Charity; 


guilty Warmth, are ſuch irreſiſtable Evidences to 
the contrary, that tis not in my Power to be ſo 
miſtaken any longer. Go about your Buſineſs, 


Menaces of Power, nor would you, if you were 


Mind and Action; of Opinion in Matters of Spe- 


and conſcientious Duties: If, therefore, you are 


moſt worldly Senſe, demands as punctual a Solici- 


let! your ſawcy Interrogatories ſhall proceed no 

farther, I aſſure you! Tis my Turn to examine 
now, Pray whence came you? — From a Place 
where, tis to be fear'd, you are as much a Stran- 


vou ſhou'd be, a Lover of Truth and Liberty.— 


Juriſdiction.— Here, Mr. Church-Warden, a- 
way with this refractory Vagabond to the Houſc 
of Correction! I'll make you know it is not for a 
Fellow, without a legal Settlement, to meddle 
with Truth and Liberty! 35 ˙ 
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What a miſerable Condition wou'd Peter be 
now in, if it were not for the Privileges of his 


SGT EF 


Immortality ? Turnkeys and Goalers make no 
more Difference between a Saint and a Sinner, 
in inflicting their Puniſhments, than Great Men 
8 in beſtow ing their Preferments. Io what Pur- 

| poſe, then, wou'd it anſwer, to plead his Inno- 
} cence, his Virtue, or even his Apoſtleſhip? Power 
- sas deaf as Juſtice is blind, and, when Perſecu- 
- tion is reſolv d on, the juſtsſt Pleadings on the Side 
5 of the Defendant but increaſe his Crimes, and 
1 aggravate his Puniſhment. —- - However, thus 
1 far Peter is oblig'd to the Doctor, for, had he 
f committed him into the Hands of the Spiritual 


Courts, inſtead of the Civil, how much ſeverer 
i bad been his Treatment? Every Body knows | 
e chat our Eli Bridewells, the Dutch Raſp-Houſe, 


4 and even the French Baſtile, are Houſes ot Pleaſure 
8 co the Spaniſb Inguijition ; as it thoſe who ſo arbi- 
c- trarily ſentenc'd Men to Hell hereafter, were re- 


ſolv d to make them believe it's Reality, by ob- 
liging them to taſte of it here. But, before 
we take Leave of the Do#or and his Brethren, let 
us compare their Features with thoſe of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, and we ſhall be torc'd to conclude, 
from the exact Reſemblance, that both were caſt 
inthe ſame Mould. For, if theſe were zcalous 
for the Pageantry of the Law, thoſe arc as warm 
for the Ceremonials of the Churh. If the exact 
Phariſce tith'd even Mint and Cummin, the Doc- 
or, to the full as exact, compels every one of his 
Pariſhioners to do the fame : If one compounded 
with God with the Outſide of Religion, the other 
had ag little of the Reality. If this affected to 
be call'd Rabbi, that dubb'd himſelf Doctor. Both 
allected Place and Dignity alike. — Both were 
immeaſurably covetous of Homage, tho' neither 
deſerv'd it — This, indeed, may be added in fa- 
e vour 


. 


C 25 
vour of the Phariſee, that the very Genius of the 
Law of Moſes inſpir'd Men with an habitual Zeal 
| for the Trappings of Religion; but the Do97 
4 can plead no ſuch Excuſe from the pe, which 
is but a ſimple Chain of obvious Duties to the 
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Deity, ourſelves, and the World. 
However, tis time now to return to Pete,, 
whom we left but in bad Company, and worſe 
Circumſtances; Silver and Gold he had none, 
when he was a Mortal, and Heaven wou'd not 
be Heaven if there was any uſe or want of that 
precious Miſchief there: But we'll take it for 
granted his own Keys wou'd ſet him free; and that 
he is again in Search of ſome new Adventure a- 
mong his degenerate Succeſſors. Let us ſuppoſe 
him then at the Superb Gate of one of the Princes 
of the Church; Cardinal, or any other eminent Dig- 
nitary, and what freſh Matter of Surprize wou'd ap- 
pear every Moment? Stunn'd with the Noiſe of 
Coaches, frighted with jolly Prelates, crouding for 
Preferment, or Lords and Ladies to be entertain'd 
with ſacred Luxury; Ju among a Mob of 
inſolent Domeſticks, be ieging the Entrance ; and 
ridiculed for his antique Figure, and Apoſtolick 
| Dreſs; wou'd not he think that this was the Seat 
of Dives, but that no Lazarus appear'd at 
the Gate, or that Fohn Bunyan's Fiction of Ja- 
nity- Fair, was here in Reality? — Hardly wou'd 

| he perſuade himſelf that a Father of the Church 
had his Reſidence there; or that ſuch who pre- 
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; \ tended to teach the mortify'd and abſtemious 
1 Meſſiah, cou'd have the Front to ſcandalize their 
» 1h Doctrine ſo notorioully by their Practice. — Where 
0 are the perſecuted Poor, might he exclaim, the 


helpleſs Orphan, the deſolate Widow, who ought 
Here to find the Deputy of Providence, to com- 
fort and relicve them ? Where are the Sick, the 
Old, and Friendleſs that ſhout reſort hither py 
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the venetable Phyſician both of their Souls and 
Bodies? Where arc the Perplex'd, the Doubt- 
ful and the Wavering, that ſhou'd here find the 
philoſophic Balm of ſound Advice to reſtore their 
loſt Tranquility ? But perhaps this outward 
Splendour is but an honeſt Hypocriſy to prevent 


the Oſtentation of ſuch divine Charities, and 


Midnight may be conſcious of Virtues that Day- 
light wou'd too officiouſly applaud ! — In this 
favourable Opinion let us now ſuppoſe the Apoſils 


preſſing for Admittance, and rudely ſtopt with an 


inſolent Demand of his Name, and Buſineſs; which 


mildly complying with, and the ſagacious Porter 


luckily recollecting there was a Noble of his 
Name, he gains Admitrance to his Lordſhip's pert 
Secretary tor a further Examination ; who, con- 


ceiving a Prejudice in his unpromiſing Outſide, 


contemptuouſly keeps his Scat, and makes his In- 
terrogatories as magiſterially as an Inquiſitor- Ge- 


ncral; modeſtly concluding with, e my 
Lord's Time is too precious to be trifled away 
with Impertinents, and 'tis the Duty of my Office 


to skreen his Lordſhip from them as much as 
poſſible; for, you muſt know, if his Lordſhip was 


to condeſcend to reccive every Body that comes to 


his Lordſhip, bis Lordſhip wou'd be reaz'd with 
Country-Curates, Lord's Chaplains, and poor Re- 
lations from Morning to Night. But alas! his 


Lordſhip has no Leiſure for ſuch inſignificant Sui- 
tors; for what, with his Lordſhip's daily Duties 


at Court, Council, paying and receiving Viſits, 
and the occaſional Fatigues of his Lordſhip's Stu- 
dies, for Lent-Sermons, Paſtoral Charges, and 
ſcaſonable Lectures on Politicks, his Lordihip 

is little better than a Bond- ſlave, as one may ſay, 
and is really as much to be pity'd. — To this, 


Peter is preparing a proper Reply, when his Lord- 


ſhip's 


. 175 
ſhip's Bell rings, the Doors fly open, and his Lord 
ſhip, in Perſon, moſt obſequiouſſy uſhers ſome gay 

Company to the Stair-Head; by which Accident 
the Apoſſle procures the Honour of an Audience, 
which otherwiſe, perhaps, the Intereſt ofthe whole 
Twekve had not been able to obtain. Imagine now 
you ſee theſe two poſtles together! And that ſome 

Moments of profound Silence enſue, each regard- 
ing the other with equal Attention, but quite dif. 
ferent Sentiments : In Peter's Face appearing A- 
mazement, Pity, and Indignation; In the Cardi. 
nal's Ridicule, Scorn, and Contempt; when the 

Apoſtle thus opens the Dialogue : -— Suppoſe I 

Was an Iadian Brachman who had been taught by 
the moſt excellent Confucius every moral Duty, 

and the Sum of this tranſitory Life to the higheſt 
Pitch of human Perfection, and then had learnt 
. from certain European Strangers, that this Lite was 
e but a Prelude to another, and the pureſt Morality 

* imperfect without the Beauty of Holineſs; ſup- 

poſe that, alarm'd with theſe novel, but important 
Doctrines, I. had voyaged the immenſe Occan, 
deſpiſing all its Dangers, to trace them to their 

Fountain-Head, had maſter'd your Languages, 

acquainted. myſelf throughly with the innocent 

Lite, diftintereſted Precepts, and heroick Suffer- 

ings of your divine Mess1an, and then had turn'd 
my Regard to their Effects in the Lives and Ac- 
tions of his Followers; What think you, Sir, 
ſhou'd not I expect to find a People not only in- 
nocent but incorruptibly Virtuous, and a Prieſt- 

hood half refin'd to Angels by perpetual Con- 
templation on the Self-denial, Humility, and Re- 
ſignation of their Great Founder ? ——— Well, 


* a 0 


What's all this to me prythee ? —— Shou'd not 
be much ſurpriz d, think you, to find theſe Ex- 
pectations intirely fruſtratęd, and theſe glorious Ad- 
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yantages ſo utterly neglected, that the pur- blind 
Indians 1 had forſook, with only the Light of 
Nature for their Guide, appear d more temperate, 
juſt, compaſſionate, and moral than they? To find 
3 and Diſtinctions abound, but Eſſences for- 
ot; to ſee Vice confin d only by the Law, and 
1 of Shame eſteem' d only a Bugbear 3 without ; 
fear of Puniſhment ; To ſee every Paſſion allow'd 
its full Career, and Gold not only an Equivalent 
to every Thing meritorious or laudable, but the 
Hire of every Thing baſe and deteſtable: To ſee 
publick Spirit laugh'd into publick Contempt, and 
publick Glory branded as a ridiculous Chimera, or 
litick Cheat? — - Heyday! What does the 
Fellow mean by all this preaching here I ſay, 
Sir, ſhou'd not I be much ſurpriz d at my own 
egregious Miſtake ? And wou'd not certain Doubts 
naturally ariſc in my Mind, that if the Sheep err'd, 
the Shepherds cou'd not be blame leſs.— Hah! 
hark you Mr. Crape! What's the Reaſon that I am 
troubled with this Babbler? — Not to offend your 
Grandeur, Is it not written, That a Biſhop muſt be 
blameleſs as the Steward of God, not ſelf-will'd, nor 
ſoon angry nor given to Wine; no Striker, nor given to 
thy Lucre; But a Lover of Hoſpitality, a Lover of 
good Men, ſober, juft, holy, and temperate © — Now, . 
Sir, if the Word, you yourſelves preach — Sir? 
Sir! Sir! doſt not know Friend how to give a 
Lord his Title? —We have an Injunction of the 
holy Meſſiab's to call no Man Auer; and there- 
fore I think it Hl becomes any of his Followers ta 
contend for ſuch vain Gewgaws as Titles of Ho- 
nour.—— Why how now! Doſt think I am 


- 


to ſtand here to be pelted with Texts of Scripture, 
Fool ? The-Conftitution of the Church varics with 
the Times, and what was but a plain Elder for- 
merly is now ae a Prince; and a Pillar of 


both. 


A0 "6 » 
Both Church "4 State; e Pnavto the 


*Cortttbians, and T ud to Gott rhut ye did ri, 
War we alſo ig bt rejga with you - As ketedte d. 
move in a higher Sphere, tis fit we ſhou' d be re. 
— accor — 'The 1 of 
- vou may exact, ace and 
EQS 0 Wel Wälgar being i hege dwith 
the Glitter of Power ; 3, dat real, Toh Eſteem 5 
"to be comidntea'only by at extenfive, J had like 
to Have ſaid, untverfal Bene volence and \Chatiry, 
"If, therefore, you wou d not have the whole Com. 
imerce between you änd the Wbfld thought: 
_ meer Barter of Hypocrify that is to ſay, but pre- 
Whqed Uslinelfs O5 isl Side, and Nädek- Vis 
ration dn theirs, it'f oves you 'to'deyert'your- 
Tehves'to'the Virtues of Tife as well as the Myltc 
ies of the other: Men may be ſerv'd, che Deir 
-Ean only be thank*d; und prais' d; andi the mot 
foernal Gratiteide to the One. is a frank Diftri- 
'Bation'of bis'Bleffings to the Other: And how: 
ever, in a mbre inlarg' d Scnfe, this is the Duty of 
All, tis yours in a more patticular manner; for 
what you poſſeſs is not e Parrimori of 'your 
Anceſtors, acquir'd either by Induſtry 8 but 
the voluntary Donations of Ried and Charity: 
Jou then being the Ste wards of Hod, ffou' d act 
as under your Maſter's"Eye ; and, If you believe 
be is what you deſcribe him, Omaiſcicent, Omni 
Preſent, and jealous of bis Glory „yau will not 
dare to ſcandaize his Altars in worſe than 
range Fires, an immoral Life: If not, and your 
: Abou reſemble thoſe of Elis Sons, what a Door 
ds open to See N and Libertihiſm by our 
bebe Trace — Why, how habe you the It 
ſolence, Elio, to prate thus to a Man of my 
Rank and Digrity ? — Suppoſe I was a Deſcer- 


dant from one of your greateſl Bene factors, and, 
«4 | * — 


(23); 


Right of my 8 1 took the Liberty 
ing vou of the Fer Intent of his 


in che R 
of remi 


Chriſtian of your on Sce, who, had entertained, 


certain Scruples concerning your on TR 

I ſhou'd be glad to find cauſcleſs.! S 
7 . Aa J an odd and fin esl ke 
irtue and the Goſpel — 35 tru- 


and lng ular enough either of 


= e 
ys 2 70 ps, abt , ought to cntitle me to 2 


calm and Hearing; 
either a Fader, Herctick, 
Church in Queſtion at all! "Tis a damnable Sin 
— to believe her Iufallible in all Things, and let 
Il you, even thoſe very Apoſtates, Who Write 


— Lurrah.! you. ate 


api 


ro avoid Diſpute, let us for once, allow this dar- 


liog Firſt Principle of yours, That the Church i 4 . 


une rring, to be true; ſurely you have enlarg'd 


your Creed, and voted the State ſo 2 If p ud 


Jon muſt ſolve this Innovation of Lo 
emporalities in the Ae ory 


plauſible Pretence of being more — 5 = 
alu⸗ 


ſul; and not only the Pretence, I a rcal 
tary Influlenec on the whole 


Nabel 1 pineſs. Far from contenting Jour- 
ſelves wich Be 


ments of temporal Power, or OE to ESR aſe 


in ee and Wealth xpence 10 a 
r * 5 


illaftrious, Charity ! Suppoſe J was a conſcientious, 


or Deiſt to call the | 


is Doctrine, when it reſpects our Commun 
nion, are willing enough to adopt it for their gwh,, 
— Without Doubt, Error is a ſpreading Weed, 
od the Itch of Power a ſtrong ano to [But | 
= Weakneſs of one Man does not excuſe the P er- 
verſeneſs of another, and Falſhood will be Falſ- 
hood, let it be dif uis'd how it will: However, 


Government; 
— * muſt be ſenſibly felt by by your ingenuous 
Conduct, in either maintaining, or increaſing the 


ecuring the Church from the 5 1 


zroaning People ; far from flattering the Vani- 
ties and Vices of Princes, or ſupporting the Power 
or skreening the Guilt of wicked and corrupt Mi- 
. niſtexs, you wou'd diſtinguiſh yourſelves moſt e- 
minently, by your unanimous Defence of the 
known Rights of Mankind, Tcorning to be biaſs'd 
from your Integrity by any Conſideration what. 
ever, ſtrenuouſly ene oa. your whole venerable 
Body between the Weight of Will and Pleaſure, 
and the Tears of a helpleſs People, as a Ridge 
ol inſurmountable Rocks to the raging Ocean. Or 
if the People were unreaſonably jealous, or ſedi- 
fiouſly cndeavour'd to 'unhinge the State, you 
wou'd as boldly expoſe yourſelves to correct 
their licentious Marnmurs or reaſon them into C- 
bedience. But if theſe Murmurs, were in Fact the 
Reſult of their Wrongs, or this Jealouſy was 
founded on Reaſon, and their Cries were inter- 
cepted before they cou'd reach the Royal Ear, 
ou ought, more eſpecially, to be their Media- 
tors with the Throne, and, at any hazard to your 
own Perſons, vindicate the Innocent, accuſe the 
Guilty, remonſtrate Grievances, ' ſolicit Redreſs, 
and manifeſt yourſelves really the Spiritual Fa- 
thers of the People. This wou'd be, indeed, at- 
taining all the Infallibility that human Nature 
is capable of, and the Veneration, which is awkerd- 
ly coveted without Deſert, and as awkwardly paid 
without Sincerity, wou'd then flow unfeignedly 
from the Heart; and Acts of meer moral Virtue 
wou'd be as much eſteem'd now, as Miracles of 
old And ſo then we muſt be Slaves! ab- 
ſolute Slaves! nothing but Slaves! — Does it 
become a Father of the Church to think Virtue a 
Slavery ? But let us ſee whether Virtue and Plea- 
fare are not to be reconciled, the preſent, and 
Primitive Chureb, Cuſtom and and Precept, ho- 
| 9 d. | G 2 y 
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mane Inſtitutions, and divine Examples, — Let us 
onlyſuppoſe then. — Pſhaw ! I'll be plagu'd wich 
no more of your Suppoſitions. If your Reve- 
rence will bear with me this once, I'll take my 
Leave of you for ever. — Well, well, make haſte 


with it then I beſeech you. I ſay, let us ſup- 


poſe that one Man among ſo many Thouſands, 
devoting himſelf to the Altar, from the Integrity 
of his Conſcience, not aſordid Thirſt after Gaia 
and Preferment, ſhou'd eſteem himſelf marry'd, 
as it were, to the firſt little Cure that Providence 
laid in his way, and ſhou'd devote all his Know- 


ledge, Study, and Time, to the Benefit of their 


Morals, and the Relief of their Misfortunes, ſepa- 


rate from all other worldly Cares whatever, and 


abſolutely refuſing to be divorc'd from this firſt 
fpiritual Love, for any Conſideration that Power 
cou d offer, or Vanity deſire: Wou'd ſuch a Man 
think himſelf a Slave? Wou'd a Life of ſuch ex- 
emplary Goodneſs be deſtitute of Pleaſure? Or 
is the World fo abſolutely loſt to Gratitude or 


Affection, as to ſlight or overlook ſo diſintereſted 


a Friend? — May be not; and ſuch a mean, 


narrow, mortify'd Life is good enough for the 


Inferiour. Clergy ; but for us a little more 
Patience if you pleaſe | Suppoſe by a Sort of Mi- 
racle, thoſe in Power ſhou'd, for his Virtue's ſake, 
promote this Phenix of Eccleſiaſticks to a Biſhop- 

rick, and he, from the ſecret Motives of his own 


pious Intentions, ſhou'd prevail on himſelf to ac- 


cept it, and think it his Duty to behave in his 
Dioceſe, as he had done before in his Village- 
Cure; that is to ſay, without Luxury on one 


hand, or Avarice-on the other ; employing his 


Revenues, us tho” the Surplus of the Rich was 
only to paſs thro' his Hands for the Benefit of the 
Poor, and uſing his utmoſt Endeavours, in an 
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oblige his Brechres to 4allow 
voiding all Oſtentation, 3 


ä 
of. Eavy, Hatred, add all Sorts of Oppoſition, to 


bis Example; a2. 
{ negle ng 0 | 2 
Saint in his Honſe, a ptivate Man in the Street, 2 
Father in the Church, 2 Patriot, in the State, and 
a Stranger at Court! What, ſay you, Sir, wou'd 
this be a mean, narrow Lite? wou d ſuch à Man 
want an Equipage or Fitles to make way for him 
thro" the Populace, ox procuxe him Veneration, or 
afford a better Proof that he Was really ordain'd 


by the Holy-Ghof?— Here, we muſt believe, bis 


Eminence the Cardinal ſtops his Ears, and puts 


an End to the Dialogue, by ordering Pete to be 
turn d out of Doors. Who, again left at his 


Liberty, to his own Reflections, cannot help ex- 


claiming chat not only the Scribes aud Phariſees of 


all Religions, but of all Ages and Nations are the 


fame, — However, not to relinquiſh all Charity, 


he reſolves on one Viſit more to the Sovercign- 


Pontiff, the vaunted Head of the viſible Church; 


terfeit ſome remote Similitude of that divine Ori- 


ginal: But there, to his great Sorrow: be finds, 


| 14 the Streams are corrupted, The Fountain mult 


be fo too; Preferment being the only Deity, Flat- 
tery the moſt grate ful Incenſe, and Simony, of the 


worſt Sort, the open Batter of the Spiritual Market; 


where the Flock itſelf was ſold for the Privilege 


obſolete Tenure to an Eſtate, continu'd in She w, 


che Intent and Meaning neglected and forgot, 


and Honeſty and Plaig- Dealing, like Peter himſelf, 
gdeny'd Admittance, as too ill-bred for ſo polite a 
Place. In a Word, all the Votaries there being 
according to the Letter, Fiſbers ef Aen; The Apo- 


file, with a Sigh, takes his laſt Leave of a Place 


Where his Lord and Maſter is crucify d erte 


10 ot 


EC WY 
d pot eo open Shame. — agrocable to thoſe 
were Fires: of che immortal Milton, in which 
* has o finely xpos'd the wenal Lives ef thoſe 
who, anworthiie call ithemſelves Rong Succellors. 
| —— ns noon length 
= "Their * Doctrine and their Story written leſt, 
"They lie; but in their Reom ns they forewarn, 
all ſuoceen for-Teachers, Fives Wee ; 

f dhe off the” facred Miſteries N 5 
: A Advantages ſhall tars 


I e 1 3 ws 1 - al Fd 
l a PW , f % þ wr ee IF 2 4 BS” % 
« SIS - . \ —_.} * : =, 3 1% <a. 4 * p F 
* WG” 5 8 2 4 an . | 2 1 5 — * 
2 r 1 L n e "= UN wa, + 
6 n ® " 8 8 w 7 £ 
- * * — = > 2 n — 1 4. ao + a 1 
= % * » * 2 E * ay 
2 =, * 8 : & 


* 


-Of Eucre and Ambition, und the Truth „ 
With: Superſtitions and'Traditions taint, | 15 4508 
Left only in thoſe written Necordt pure, A . 
 Thougbi not but 8 


#he Spirit underſtoou, 
pen bull they ſeck to avail them Aver of Names 
Places and Tiths,. and with theſe to jan 
Secular Power, though feigning fill ta 
8B ſpiritual, to themſelves at propriating 
The Spirit 'of God promis'd alike and gb 
Nou Believers; and from thut Pretence, 
 Wpiritual Lats by carnal Power fbollforce 
On every Conſcience, Laws which none l fad . 
TLeſt tbem enrollid, or that the Spirit within, 
Hall on the beprt engrave.— Hchat willthey then 
But force the Spirit of Grace itſelf, and bind 
His Conſort Liberty; what but unbaild, 
His living Temples, 511 It by Faith to fand; 
Their own Faith, not anothers ; for on Earth 
Who againſt Faith and Conſcience can be keard 
3 ? Tet many will preſume _ 
hence heavy Perſecution ſhall ariſe 
On all who in be Worſhip iperſevere _ a7 
Of Spirit and Truth ;, 15 1. far greater Part: 2ͤ 
Will — in outward Rites and ſpecious Forms % TY 
Religion ſatisfy'd ; Truth hall retire 
Befuck with Slanderous Darts, and works of F ath 
Rarely 
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Thus ends Peter's, Vijatation, Sent 50 in the 


Courſe of which, we haßt made. it.plainly. appear, 
That there are Scribes and Phariſees among the:mo- 
dern Chriſtians, as well as the 701 Fetus; ànd in 
our Introduction We pro d as plai als that Men 
zoo Caſt are ca . by. 8 
B cneration: of Vipers, who prey d on .th nc. Very 
EF of their Mather- Country. K 229 Bt > 
— now, Gentlemen, as.to.u{c.and. Application, 
boat leave; modeſtly. to 5 as thinking 
from ſuch plain Premiſes, no Bod 
malte the moſt appoſite e — One C 


tion however, be pleaſed to take a long with- Now, 
That if we had not made an Excurſion intoſthe Ca- 
tbolicłk Countries, we had fail'd in the better Half 


of our Proof; it being our peculiar Happiaes, 


| that the Converſation. of our Reveregd Frelates 
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